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REMARKS 

In the Office Action mailed February 21, 2006, claims 1-72 
and 107-1 12 have been rejected. Upon entry of the instant 
amendment to the claims, claims 1, 28, 53, and 107 have been 
amended and claims 19, 45, and 63 have been cancelled; no new 
matter is deemed added by this amendment to the claims. 
Applicant's request for continued examination and reconsideration is 
respectfully requested in view of the amendments and remarks. 

Applicant would like to thank Examiner Vo for courtesies extended 
to the undersigned representative in the telephonic interview discussing 
outstanding issues to the claims. In the interview, claim 1 of the present 
invention was discussed, particularly in view of the references cited in 
the outstanding Office Action. 

Claim Rejections 

35 U.S.C. §11 2, 2 nd paragraph: Claims 1-72 and 107-1 12 were 
rejected as indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter regarded as the invention. Applicant strongly 
believes the claim language clearly conveys the arrangement of layers. 
Further, in view of the specification and the figures, the scope of the 
claims is clearly determinable. However, Applicant asserts that the 
instant claim amendments render moot the rejection under Section 112, 
2 nd paragraph. Removal of the rejection is, therefore, respectfully 
requested. 

Double patenting: Claims 1-72 and 107-112 have been provisionally 
rejected on the ground of non-statutory obviousness type double 
patenting in view of commonly owned 10/823,512. Applicants have filed 
a Terminal Disclaimer concurrently herewith. Thus, removal of the 
rejection is requested. 

35 U.S.C. §102(b): Claims 1-4, 8-10, 14-22, 25-28, 31-35, 39-47, 51-67, 
71, and 72 have been rejected under section 102(b) as being anticipated 
by JP 2004-003617 (hereinafter "'617"). As noted in the Interview 
Summary mailed July 19, 2006, '617 is not available for consideration as 
102(b) prior art. Without acquiescing to the suitability of the reference 
for purposes of rendering the claims anticipated, Applicant hereby 
submits The Declaration of Kevin E. Dove (Appendix A) under 37 C.F.R. 
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§1.131 to exclude '617 as a reference under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(a). 
Therefore, removal of this rejection is respectfully requested. 

35 U.S.C. §103(a): Claims 5-7, 11-13, 29, 30, 36-38, 55, and 56 are 
rejected under section 103(a) as unpatentable over JP 2004-003617, in 
view of Barna et al. (5,492,336). Claims 23, 24, 48-50, 68-70, and 107- 
112 are rejected as unpatentable over '617 in view of WO 01/27501 
(hereinafter "'501"). For the reasons set forth above for the rejection 
under §1 02(b) and in view of the Declaration submitted herewith, 
removal of '617 as a reference is appropriate and removal of the 
rejection is requested. 

35 U.S.C. §1 03(a): Claims 11-13, 36-38, and 56 were rejected as 
unpatentable under 103(a) as obvious and unpatentable over 
WO 01/27501 as applied to claims 1, 28, and 53 and further in view of 
Gore (U.S. P.N. 3,953,566). Claims 26, 27, 51, 52, 71 and 72 were 
rejected under 103(a) as unpatentable over WO 01/27501 in view of 
Hamilton et al. (U.S. P.N. 5,486,010). Claims 4, 35, and 60 were rejected 
under 1 03(a) as unpatentable over WO 01/027501 A1 . Further to the 
Interview Summary Applicant asserts that the claims, as amended, are 
patentable over the cited documents, and removal of the rejection is 
requested. 

Applicant submits that the independent claims 1, 28, 53 and 107 
are in condition for allowance. Where the respective pending dependent 
claims have all of the limitations of the independent claims, applicant 
deems these claims to be patentable for the reasons set forth for the 
independent claims. Removal of the rejection to the claims, and prompt 
and favorable reconsideration is respectfully requested. If any further 
action on the part of applicant is deemed necessary, the Examiner 
should free to contact this office. 




Respectfully submitted, 



Date: 



July 31. 2006 



Dianne Burkhar/J, 41,650 
W. L. Gore & Associates, Inc. 
551 Paper Mill Road 
P.O. Box 9206 
Newark, DE 19714-9206 
(302) 738-4880 



APPENDIX 




In re Application of: Kevin Dove 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Art Unit: 1771 



Customer No. 28596 

Attorney Docket No. GK/56 



Serial No.: 10/798,917 



Examiner: Hai Vo 



For: Low Stress to Seal Expanded PTFE 
Gasket Tape 



Filed: March 10, 2004 



/ hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to Commissioner for 
Patents, P. O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-MSQton the date befoH*^\ 




Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



lulvSL 2006 
(date of faxing document) 



DECLARATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. S1.131 



Dear Sir: 



I, Kevin Dove, named as inventor in the above-referenced patent 
application, state as follows: 

1 . The present invention was completed at a date prior to January 8, 
2004, that is, the effective date of Japanese Patent No. JP2004003617 to Kuno 
et al., which was cited by the Examiner in the above-referenced patent 
application. The effective date corresponds to the Japanese publication date. 

2. To establish the date of completion of the present invention as prior 
to the effective date of the reference, copies of notebook pages 20, 21,41, 43, 
and 44 of notebook APN-094 are attached as Exhibit 1 . 

3. I state that the actual dates of Exhibit I are prior to the effective date 
of JP2004003617. 

4. The work corresponding to Exhibit I was performed by me, or by 
technicians working under my direction, in the United States. 

I further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge 
are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to 



be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that 
willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issuing thereon. 



Full name of inventor ^ Kevin E. Dove 




Date ?/s/ /d?C Country of Citizenship U.S.A. 

Residence 2605 Whittier Place, Wilmington, Delaware 19808, U.S.A. 



EXHIBIT I 



20 



2>/^\/oh 



DATE 

SUBJECT OF EXP'T 



V . . . . 

^.3 *^c\<^s f 3 _ ^Yce-cs. _ _.. 



AW W*V- .^<*> <>*Vt «xV L\QO . _ - 





5eV- W ... 





"ATE 

SUBJECT OF EXP'T. <rW<-><J 4r= S^«"v\ T<=^"V 

U^E^V ,7fT3 ^\ <sAVe_ <.\^r-«- <^>^-5 <^^l\<^ ^ \oO t^Vo? 5>S Vo S*» / 

<^ x cc_u t7 Q * 



« 3 O.J" C3'o') oj " (30*0"^ as/a- 

- 3 ^ 



6M/<~ T<r*l>- ^ <Z« S U- "3 



30 



60 f*' 



/Jo 



DATE ^/<r/o^> 
DATE /k^cL $ ,2062, 



DATE </S?/?3 
SUBJECT OF EXPT. J-£> ^ S^T< 



-5 



Jo S^l Scr^l^S> Jo JS^Jl Co 



r 



Loos Sh<r*>* A? S^^s'Tc^ S^^y 



^ 5<^ 5 | ( 



(9 



6 y tPo ^ m Se/~y£-> C?&0 T^>«_ U^l^J) 

c^ihh lied-. <Z'T 




S<^£ 5 CiOC> |<yd^ W tX 



3 A/ V 



/u/A 



EXPERIMENTER, 
WITNESS 




DATE 

•ATE 



DATE S/so/oS> 

SUBJECT OF EXPT. <S\~C&S 5> 4rO S^-A < Z>Zr\ 




r 



- UJ 



A AT 



/V\/v-v 



2) W^cV Vt^P u^c<> -vj^/A t^^X^X ^/>^ ^ijd 

... M-iL^ 3*6 />v<^ w^^e- V<^<^5 o^*.^-^ -Hut-. U*V- ^wr-ess 

<^s\X^ \-*\p<s ^5'^<; ^37^ /?>-4"f<^~ c+s*Mt c^'r 



Q; / /Hi ^ -r7_ ^3 / r ^ei 



EXPERIMENTER ^£ 
WITNESS! 




DATE 
DATE 



44 



DATE C./hI 0 ^ 
SUBJECT OF EXPT. 2^>S 7~ ^> 



6 

sr 

.6. . . . 



or. 



/ 




— ■ jr— 



_Ax>_^^\__.w_^^Xs 



EXPERIMENTER # 




WITNESS 



jJUUU^ R^^M/^A 



